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◌ Itinerancy

Sensibilities in transmutation
From flames to rebirth, the transformative power of fire lies at 

the heart of a wide range of natural processes. In a time of boiling 
tensions—both figuratively, with overlapping social upheaval, and 
literally, with global warming—art’s role in symbolically articulating 
reality becomes vital.

The 38th edition of the Panorama of Brazilian Art titled A 
Thousand Degrees arrives at Sesc Campinas like a live ember. The 
show features works that explore and expand sensitivities, identities 
and experiences from across Brazil’s various regions and diverse 
walks of life. Presenting critical reflection on the current state of 
Brazil, the exhibition brings together artists who confront today’s 
most pressing issues—ranging from the environment to technological 
change, from politics to spirituality.

As matter in transmutation, these works dissolve the boundaries 
of language and mobilize collective memories in resistance to 
hegemonic narratives. They invite us to reflect, but also to take 
concrete action. The exhibition space is conceived as a site where 



contrasts and connections can coexist and the selected works act 
as rupture devices—exposing fractures in crystallized logics and 
suggesting new ways of inhabiting the world.

First presented in 2024 at MAC USP, the exhibition is produced 
by the Museum of Modern Art of São Paulo. By taking it on the road, 
Sesc seeks to broaden access to the multiple layers of symbolism 
embedded in the show. In addition to exhibition visits, the program 
features educational activities that enable artists and the public to 
share experiences in a more meaningful way. Like matter’s transitional 
states under heat, Sesc aims to create a space for learning where the 
kind of creative experiences unique to art spark subjective processes 
bridging past and future.

Luiz Deoclecio Massaro Galina
director of Sesc São Paulo

Entitled Mil Graus [A Thousand Degrees], 
the 38th Panorama of Brazilian Art 
critically elaborates on the current reality 
of the country through the concept of limit-
heat—a temperature at which everything 
transforms.

The project seeks to outline a multidimensional 
horizon of contemporary Brazilian artistic production, 
establishing points of contact and contrast between various 
research and practices that, in common, share a high 
energetic intensity. By bringing together artists and other 



agents addressing ecological, historical, sociopolitical, 
technological, and spiritual issues, the exhibition catalyzes 
memory and public debate. The set of works dribbles the 
limitations of language and its preestablished meanings, 
revealing universal signs through regional gestures 
and accents. The idea of a temperature opposite to 
absolute zero—that is, an absolute hot—highlights this 
Panorama’s interest in radical experiences, extreme 
conditions—whether metaphysical or climatic—and 
transient states—of both matter and soul—that confront 
us with transmutation as an inevitable destiny.
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